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Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
As this term draws to a close, you will have heard the government announcement that schools will be 
open for all pupils from September 2020. We have been looking after children of key workers and 
those classed by the government as vulnerable throughout the lockdown and last month welcomed 
back pupils in different year groups. Bringing these year groups back has gone extremely well, helped 
by detailed safety measures and risk assessments. 
 
We are delighted that we can now look forward to seeing all our children back in school on Monday 
7th September, timing as follows: 
 
Year 7     Start 8:25am - Finish 2:30pm 
Year 8     Start 9:30am - Finish 2:50pm 
Year 9     Start 9:15am - Finish 2:55pm 
Year 10  Start 9:00am - Finish 2:55pm 
Year 11  Start 8:45am - Finish 3:00pm 
 
These timings are for the first day only; this will enable us to talk to the students and explain all the 
new procedures, and stagger the finish to avoid overcrowding on the road. Students are encouraged 
to arrive as near to their start time as possible.  
 
We are currently completing new and detailed risk assessments, and working out exactly what school 
will look like and feel like. We’re working hard to consider how we group pupils together, ensure that 
we reduce contact between different groups of students, and keep the stringent cleaning and 
disinfecting processes we already have in place to ensure that our academy is as safe as can be for 
your child. I will send out further details before the end of term together with the updated risk 
assessment, but in the meantime, there are some key points that you need to be aware of: 
 

1. You must ensure that if anyone in your household has COVID-19 symptoms, your child does 
NOT attend school. Any child or staff member who develops symptoms in the school day will 
be sent home immediately. You must follow the government guidance ‘Stay at home: 
guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’. If 



 

anyone in your household, or your child, tests positive for COVID-19 you MUST inform your 
school. 

 
2. Your child will be expected to follow strict behaviour rules relating to physical contact with 

other pupils, and keeping their hands clean. Students will be expected to (or be taken to) wash 
their hands regularly, and use hand sanitiser. 
 

3. The government advice is quite clear that the wearing of a face covering, at the moment, is 
not necessary. If a face covering is used on public transport to get to school, it should be 
removed on arrival. The government has advised walking or cycling to school wherever 
possible to reduce the use of public transport. 
 

4. Attendance at school. The government has relaxed the rules on attendance during lockdown. 
However, this will change in September. The government guidance says: ‘Missing out on more 
time in the classroom risks pupils falling further behind. Those with higher overall absence 
tend to achieve less well in both primary and secondary school. School attendance will 
therefore be compulsory again from the beginning of September. This means from that point, 
the usual rules on school attendance will apply, including schools’ responsibilities to record 
attendance and follow up absence. If your child remains under the care of a specialist health 
care professional you should discuss their care before returning to school in September, and 
talk to your school about the situation.’ 
 

5. School lunches will be available in September and we are working out details on this, to ensure 
that groups of children are kept apart. Students eligible for free school meals will return to 
having their lunch at school, and will no longer receive lunch vouchers. 

 
 
We understand that some of you and your children will be anxious about returning in September, after 
some months out of school. Please be reassured that we are taking exceptional measures to make our 
schools as safe as can be. We will be providing additional emotional and wellbeing support for any 
pupils that need it, and will also be providing additional opportunities to support learning where this 
is required. 
 
Although it feels like this situation has lasted forever, many of our children have worked hard using 
online resources or workbooks provided by our hardworking staff. We are adapting our curriculum to 
make sure that the children are provided with a wider range of subjects and activities and are provided 
with the learning and knowledge that they need to achieve success in the future. 
 
I have also been asked by Torbay Council to share the Summer Holiday provision – these are attached. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support over the last few months. If you have any worries or concerns, 
please do contact us by phone or email and we will get back to you. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mark Smith 

Head of School 


