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Believe and Achieve

As students embark on their final 
term in Year 10 we must reflect 
on the hard work and effort that 
has gone into their learning since 
September. The recent examination 
week showed that the vast majority 
of the year group are committed 
to their learning and are starting 
to identify the importance of their 
GCSEs in shaping their futures. We 
approach an exciting time in the 
Academy and the summer term 
will see students allocated to a 
new House, ready for their final 
year. It is essential that students 
continue to work hard and stay 
focused all the way to the summer 
holidays. In tutor time we will be 
looking at supporting students 
with their next steps so they have 
a full understanding of what they 
need to achieve to access their 
desired further education options. 
We would also appreciate parents’ 
support in instilling how important 
it is that students get into the 
habit of regularly revising at home 
and revisiting topics learnt, to 
reduce the pressure of their exams 
sessions in Year 11.  

Helen Wilkinson, Head of Year

SCIENCE
Students are continuing 
their OCR Combined 
Science course. All 
students will be following 
the OCR 21st century 
J260 Combined Science 

specification in preparation for taking the 
GCSE exams in 2020. This term students 
will focus on: P3 Electrical Circuits, P4 
Forces & Momentum & B3 Living Together 
– Ecosystems.
Scientific literacy and the impact of science 
and technology on everyday life have 
featured highly in past examinations and 
there will be a focus on this throughout 
the year. This term ends with an internal 
PPE (pre public exam) which will focus on 
assessing students’ knowledge of the course 
content taught so far. Another round of 
revision guide sales will open in the summer 
term, this will be the final opportunity to buy 
one in Year 10. The revision guide covers the 
entire GCSE course and it is recommended 
that all Year 10 students have one.
To support students in their learning, we 
provide revision sessions after school on 
Thursdays.
Further information is available on the
OCR website:
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
gcse/twenty-first-century-science-suite-
combined-science-b-j260-from-2016/ 

MATHS
In the summer term, Foundation paper 
students will be studying the following topics: 
solving quadratic functions; calculating the 
area and volume of shapes; indices and 
standard form; and transformations. 
Higher paper students will be studying: 
multiplicative reasoning; bounds; compound 
measures; harder algebra; sine and cosine 
rules; cumulative frequency and box and 
whisker plots; and transformations and 
constructions.
Students will be tested formally at the end 
of June on all topics covered from the start 
of Year 9. Homework will be set weekly on 
ClassCharts and students are able to access 
Pearson ActiveLearn online and will be 
given specific revision homework closer to 
their June exams. Other useful websites to 
consolidate students’ learning are Corbett 
Maths, BBC Bitesize, MyMaths, Mr Barton 
Maths and Mathsbot.
Students requiring additional support at 
any time are able to discuss this with their 
teacher. 

CONTACT INFORMATION
T: 01803 403003 
E: brdadmin@paigntonacademy.org

www.paigntonacademy.org

ENGLISH
As you know GCSE examinations are now terminal and will take place at the end of the two 
year course – May 2020.  
During the Spring term we began interleaving our Language and Literature teaching with 
students spending two lessons a week studying  Literature, two studying Language and one 
lesson studying  Poetry. In the summer term we will continue with the interleaving of texts as 
this is proving to be successful.
Assessments will be conducted at the end of each half-term; these assessments will closely 
mirror the final examination papers. All exams are now closed book which means students 
have to know the prescribed texts very well. To enable them to do this, it is useful for them to 
have their own, personal copy of the texts studied. Homework is set regularly on ClassCharts 
and Google Classroom. Revision resources and details of revision sessions will be on the 
school website and Learning Gateway.
 If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the English department.
Texts studied:
20th Century - An Inspector Calls by J B Priestley
Shakespeare - Macbeth by William Shakespeare
19th Century Fiction - A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
10P1/10G1 - Ms Reilly’s group will study The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert 
Louis Stevenson

IMPORTANT DATES
2019
6 May   Bank Holiday
27-31 May   Half Term
14 June   Sports Day 
20 June   Celebration Eve
24-28 June   Exams Week
8-10 July   Summer Musical
19 July   Last Day of Summer  
   Term
3 September   First Day of Autumn  
   Term



CHILD DEVELOPMENT
Students will be using lesson time to 
complete revision for the upcoming real 
examination that will count 50% towards 
their final grade. Students will cover all 
topics learnt in Year 10. After school 
revision sessions are Monday 3pm in BT2. 
All revision materials are available on 
Google Classroom. After the examination 
in June, students will start their first piece 
of coursework; this will focus on equipment 
choices and nutrition for babies and children 
aged 0-5years.

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
Students will be using lesson time to 
complete revision for the upcoming real 
examination that will count 25% towards 
their final grade. Students will cover all 
topics learnt in Year 10.  After school revision 
sessions are Monday 3pm in BT7. After the 
examination in June, students will continue 
with their communication coursework and 
will be planning to carry out a practical 
demonstration of effective communication 
within a health or social care setting.

PSHE
Year 10 will cover areas such as citizenship, 
relationship and sex education, healthy 
lifestyles, life skills, ethical issues, careers and 
financial studies. Each class will spend half a 
term with a dedicated teacher. The class will 
follow a carousel and change teacher and 
subject after each half term holiday. 
Students will take part in lessons covering 
a diverse range of topic areas from 
contraception and risky sexual practices, to 
Malcolm X and apartheid, to exploitation, 
body image and the dangers of drugs, how 
to get yourself driving and the areas to be 
aware of with your money, borrowing and 
saving. 

ETHICS
Year 10 will continue with GCSE studies 
which will conclude at the end of Year 11. 
The module they will be working on will 
be ‘Islamic Belief ’. This will be followed 
by revision and consolidation of all topics 
covered this year. Each module is designed 
to develop opinion and discussion, allowing 
students to reconcile their own ideas and 
the ideas of others. Each module examines 
the world from both religious and secular 
perspectives. There will be two assessments 
per module, each based upon GCSE style 
questions. In addition, students will regularly 
attempt GCSE questions during lessons to 
help develop their writing skills and exam 
knowledge.
There are many complementary resources 
on Google Classroom which can be used 
for revision, home learning tasks and more 
in-depth study of the topic areas. Students 
will be given all the material needed for 
revision to ensure they can enjoy Ethics 
GCSE success.

GEOGRAPHY
Students will begin the summer term 
continuing with our topic of rivers 
before moving on to our study of coastal 
processes, landforms and management. This 
will lead on to the first of two field-trips 
which will take place in early July. This field-
trip, to Dawlish Warren, is necessary to 
enable students to answer the fieldwork 
questions that will be on their Paper 3 at 
the end of Year 11. They will see evidence 
of coastal processes and a range of sea 
defences built to protect this economically 
and environmentally important stretch of 
coastline, which continues to make both 
local and national news. During the day 
we will be collecting data by completing a 
variety of beach measurement activities. 

HISTORY
This term will continue with the investigation 
into the Elizabethans, with particular focus 
on the problems Elizabeth I faced as queen, 
both at home and abroad. This will help 
consolidate students’ understanding of the 
diversity of life during the Elizabethan times, 
by studying the lives of the gentry, ‘middling 
sort’ and the ‘labouring poor’. We will then 
look at one of Elizabeth’s most testing times 
as Queen, with King Philip II’s attempt on 
the English throne, by launching the Spanish 
Armada.

ICT
Year 10 students will be continuing the 
new IT Interactive Media course – looking 
at creating a website to meet the brief of a 
music festival in London.
Students will be planning their website by first 
looking to gather assets, like images, audio 
and video content and preparing the layout 
and house style of their website. They will use 
previous knowledge of photo, audio and video 
creation to create these assets. Students 
will be ensuring they consider aspects like 
compression, file formats and image types, 
whilst experimenting with topography, mood 
board design and navigation to ensure they 
have planned thoroughly to move smoothly 
into creating their multimedia product.
Students will review their planning before 
beginning the creation part of the project, 
where they will use the Dreamweaver 
package to create their website.

COMPUTER SCIENCE
In Year 10 students will complete the unit: 
Computer Systems. This will involve looking 
at system software, including the use of 
operating systems and utility software 
and the range of legal, ethical and cultural 
issues around computing. This is a very 
interesting topic in our ever-changing 
world, with the introduction of areas 
like artificial intelligence and the range of 
positive and negative aspects that comes 
with this. Students will then move on to 
Unit 2: Computational thinking, algorithms 
and programming, where they will learn 
the theory of programming – such as the 
range of sorts and searches and writing 
algorithmic plans for given problems.
In programming students will move on from 
reading and writing to a text file and ‘look 
at’ function, which is the final skill to be 
taught in the GCSE specification. This will 
allow them to learn programming theory 
alongside their practical lessons. Students 
will finish the term by completing the 20-
hour Controlled Assessment where they 
will plan, create and test a program to meet 
a given problem.

PSYCHOLOGY
Students will be completing the development 
unit of work, finishing with an end of unit 
assessment including brain structure and 
function, development theories and learning 
theories. After the assessment students will 
spend the summer term learning about 
conducting ethical research. They will learn 
the theory and then put this into practice 
and design their own research. They will 
need to consider experimental methods, 
hypotheses, sampling, study design and how 
they will present data obtained.  



ART
Students will be inspired by the theme 
‘Fragments’ focusing on people, natural 
world or architecture.  They will produce 
work in response to a variety of artists, 
designers and craftspeople.  Observational 
drawings will focus on the theme.  Students 
will be using a range of different 2D 
materials, techniques and processes.  Using 
initial observational drawings, research and 
visual imagery, they will develop design ideas 
and experiment with 2D visual language.  
Students will be working to a vocational 
brief and will need to develop outcomes 
that meet the specification of the brief. 
During this project students use their 
sketchbooks to develop their ideas, 
drawings, research and experiments which 
will be annotated, self-evaluated, group 
critiqued and marked by the class teacher.  
Discussions between student and teacher 
about progress is conducted on a regular 
basis and documented in folders along 
with targets.   Homework for Year 10 is set 
on a weekly basis, both a continuation of 
class work and specific coursework tasks.   
KS4 Art Club runs on Fridays after school, 
where students have the opportunity to 
complete any unfinished coursework.  It 
would be beneficial for students to have 
art equipment at home to help complete 
coursework and encourage independent 
learning. FRENCH

This term students will study the topic 
of travel and tourism, including holiday 
destinations, activities and weather, while 
continuing to focus on a variety of tenses 
and grammatical structures. During this 
term, students are encouraged to stay on 
top of their home learning by preparing 
thoroughly for their weekly vocab tests.
French - How parents can help:
We would love you to support your child with 
their home learning by regularly helping them 
to learn vocabulary in preparation for their 
weekly vocabulary tests. Allow them to explore 
fun ways of learning from home, for example, 
sticking post-its on the fridge or on their back, 
so you can test them aloud, get them to teach 
you, rap it, sing it, dance along to it, record it and 
use the “look, cover, say, write, check” method. 
There are endless ways to learn and only by 
experimenting will they discover which method 
works best for them. Thank you for supporting 
us with your child’s learning. Merci et Bon 
Courage!

CONSTRUCTION
The Year 10s will be starting part 1 of the 
Construction and Design Unit. They will 
discover how construction makes a positive 
contribution to the UK’s economy and the 
added social benefits construction brings.
The students will have received their results 
from the first Construction Technology 
exam which they sat in January and will be 
learning and revising to try and improve 
their grade in the second sitting in May.
They will also start the bricklaying unit in 
the new workshop by developing skills and 
techniques such as rolling mortar, buttering 
and laying bricks in preparation for their 
brick and block cavity wall assessment.

MUSIC
Students will continue their BTEC First in 
Music by completing their compositions for 
Unit 4: Introducing Music Composition. This 
unit will see them use and develop their 
notation skills. 
Students will begin the revision process for 
Unit 1: The Music Industry exam, which is 
planned to take place at the end of Year 10. 
The exam date is: Monday 13th May at 9am.
Don’t forget to encourage your child to 
attend one of the music clubs offered at 
lunchtime and after school.  
Extra-Curricular:
Monday break time – Woodwind Group 
Wednesday before school – Revision 
Friday lunchtime – Choir and Live Lounge
Practice rooms are available to book on 
Monday at break, and Friday lunchtimes.

DANCE
In the summer term Year 10 Dance students 
will be working on Component 1 of the 
BTEC course: ‘Exploring the Performing 
Arts’. In this component,  learners look 
at practitioners from the dance industry  
and learn about the creative process of 
producing a professional dance work. They 
also learn parts of professional repertoire 
and analyse choreography as well as 
studying the roles and responsibilities of 
different professionals in the industry. The 
three practitioners they will be looking at 
are: Kyle Hanagami, Matthew Bourne and 
Martha Graham.



DRAMA
This term students studying AQA GCSE 
Drama will create and perform their final 
group pieces for Component 2:  Devised 
Theatre.  The performances will take 
place in June and will form an all-day 
exam at Waterleat Road.  Alongside the 
performances, students will commence 
writing their drama log books which are 
worth 60 of the 80 marks for the devised 
component. Overall this is worth 40% of 
the final GCSE grade.  Homework is set 
weekly and is in preparation for the Unit 
1 written exam and ‘Devised Log Books’. 
Support materials can be found at Paignton 
Online, Google Classroom and GCSE Bite-
size for Unit 1,  AQA GCSE Drama. 
Rehearsals for the Summer Musical ‘Annie’ 
will take place on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
from 3pm to 4.30pm at Waterleat Road 
for those taking part.  Show dates are 8th, 
9th and 10th July at 7pm with matinees for 
primary schools during the day.  The tech 
and dress rehearsals will be Wednesday 3rd 
July and Friday 5th July from 8.30am to 3pm.   
All information for the cast will be posted 
on Google Classroom.

hubhttps:/careers.paigntonacademy.o
rg/

 

Careers 

BTEC SPORT
The summer term is a crucial time for the 
BTEC Sport students as they start to study 
in preparation for the unit 1 ‘Fitness for 
Sport’ exam, which they will sit at the end 
of June 2019. The unit is worth 25% of their 
overall grade. We will be working on the 
‘Components of Fitness’ before moving on 
to the ‘Methods of Training’ and ‘Principles 
of Training’. Throughout the preparation 
students will be sitting mini ‘topic tests’ 
in order to become familiar with the type 
of questions they can expect in the final 
exam. Lessons consist of both theory and 
practical to allow active learning to take 
place. Students are asked to attempt all 
homework set to support their learning and 
there will be a useful study guide that will be 
available to purchase via the Academy.

PE (CORE)
In the summer term Year 10 students can 
look forward to sports such as cricket, 
athletics, rounders and softball. Two sports 

that have proven to 
increase in popularity 
are Ultimate Frisbee 
and ‘Capture the Flag’. 
Students will also see 
a change in the extra-
curricular clubs and 

fixtures which will be shaped towards the 
activities named above. The summer term 
has always proven to be a fantastic time 
of the year with many important athletics 
meetings, rounders tournaments and 
cricket fixtures. We urge students of all 
abilities to attend as many extra–curricular 
sports clubs as possible.

CAREERS
To start career planning we suggest you 
use the Careers Hub (located on the 
school website) to explore the exciting 
opportunities that are available, enhance 
employment skills and build confidence by 
learning about interview techniques. 
http://careers.paigntonacademy.org/
During this term students will benefit from 
a variety of off-site university/ employer led 
activities, the launching of Work Experience 
applications and a Further Education 
Careers Activity day.

ENTERPRISE AND 
MARkETING

Year 10 students are now starting work 
on Unit 6 which is about the purpose of 
each of the main functional activities that 
may be needed in a new business such as: 
human resources, marketing, operations 
and finance.  They will also need to cover 
some more work on Unit 3 which is about 
product development.  
After this has been completed we will have 
a couple of lessons to go through some 
revision and exam questions in the lead 
up to the exam on May 24th.  This exam 
accounts for 50% of their overall grade, so 
it is essential that students start revising for 
this now.
After the exam we can make a good start 
on the first piece of coursework which will 
set them up well for Year 11.  

ENGINEERING STUDIES 
Our Year 10 Engineering students are 
continuing to follow their WJEC combined 
level 1 and level 2 course in Engineering. 
During the summer term the students 
will be developing graphics and practical 
engineering skills in preparation for Units 
1 and 2 which they will take in Year 11. 
The students are also preparing for their 
first attempt at the Unit 3 examination. 
They have two opportunities to take this 
paper, once in May 2019 and once in May 
2020. More information about the course 
and the examination can be found at www.
pcsaengineers.uk 


