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Date: July 2026
Dear Parent/Guardian,
Re: Update to Free School Meal Eligibility from September 2026

We have been advised from the Local Authority (Torbay Council) that current eligible claims should not reapply for Free School
Meals for Academic year 2026/27 (this has changed from our previous communication).

A new checking system will be introduced in July/August in preparation for the new academic year. At that point, all current
eligible claims will be re-checked and parents and schools will be informed by the Local Authority of any changes to eligibility.

The new changes may mean that more families are now able to receive support.

From September 2026, all children in households receiving Universal Credit will be entitled to free school meals under the
expanded eligibility criteria.

We encourage all families who think they may be eligible to apply, even if:
e your child currently brings a packed lunch
e your child has not previously had school meals
e you have applied before and were not eligible
e your circumstances have changed recently

The Local Authority will continue to receive and process FSM applications and complete the eligibility checks and will notify
the parent / guardian and school of the outcome.

Why it is important to register
Registering for free school meals can provide support beyond the cost of school lunches. Eligibility may also help the school
access additional funding to support teaching, learning resources, pastoral care and wider opportunities for students.

All children in households receiving Universal Credit will be entitled to free school meals. However, Pupil Premium and some
other linked funding will continue to be based on the existing criteria. This means schools may not receive Pupil Premium
funding for every child who qualifies for free meals under the expanded criteria.

How to apply

Applying is quick and confidential - Torbay Council: Free school meals - Torbay Council

For Devon County Council - Applying for free school meals - Children, families and education

Need help?
We have provided some helpful FAQs on our website: Paignton Academy | Thinking Schools Academy Trust

We understand that discussing finances can feel difficult. Please be assured that all enquiries and applications will be handled
sensitively and confidentially. Thank you for your support.

Kind regards,
Derwyn Williams
Principal
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https://www.torbay.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/fsm/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/education/school-meals/applying-for-free-school-meals/
https://www.paigntonacademy.org/our-school/free-school-meal-entitlements/

