Waterleat Road Centre
Waterleat Road
Paignton TQ3 3WA

Borough Road Centre
Borough Road
Paignton TQ4 7DH

T: 01803 403003
E: brdadmin@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk

T: 01803 403005

E: wrdadmin@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk

www.paigntonacademy.org

Derwyn Williams
Principal
Date: 15 January 2026 ~
| ST5)
Our Ref: Year 10 Work Experience 2026 ﬁﬂ@@ w
Reply to: Careers Team <L N,
At: Borough Road

Dear Parent / Guardian,

Re: Year 10 Work Experience 6'-10*" July 2026

We are thrilled to announce the return of Paignton Academy’s Work Experience Programme for 2026. It is a
wonderful opportunity and an experience that your child will never forget. The purpose of work experience is not
necessarily for students to make a definitive career choice. Instead, the focus is on immersing oneself in the real-
world work environment, gaining insights into organisational operations, as well as working with different people
and enjoying doing something new and interesting.

On Monday this week, we provided an assembly explaining the benefits of participating in work experience, how
to ask an employer for a placement and having realistic expectations e.g. Working at Exeter airport for 1 week does
not mean they will be flying passengers to another country!

Finding Placements

Finding placements for pupils has become increasingly challenging, particularly in:
=  Law
* Animal Care
* Healthcare

We would therefore appreciate any additional support that you are able to give to encourage your child to find

their own placement. Information on how to find placements and contact employers is available on the careers
section of the Academy’s Careers website:

https://www.paigntonacademy.org/learn-with-us/student-careers/work-experience/

Unable to secure a placement

If your child is unsuccessful in finding their own placement, we will do our very best to help them in securing one
however, we know that employers prefer to hear directly from the young person and not school staff so will expect
students to make their own contact with any ‘warm leads’ that we provide them with. If you do need assistance,
please make sure you give us enough time to help find you a placement.

Students who do not secure a placement will remain in school for this week and follow a timetable linked to Core
Maths, English and Science.
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https://www.paigntonacademy.org/learn-with-us/student-careers/work-experience/

Location
Students may take part in placements outside of the county.

Transport
The school is unable to pay transportation costs to and from placements.

Health & Safety

The law requires checks to be made on all placements regarding Health & Safety and Insurance (employers must
hold Public and Employers Liability Insurance). In the event of the school’s external party not endorsing a
placement, the pupil will NOT be permitted to attend. If the student does not attend an endorsed placement or
does not come into school, they will be marked with an unauthorised absence. We will of course contact and advise
you, should this apply to your child’s placement.

Students who would like to take part in Year 10 Work Experience must complete a Microsoft Form.

e Student Form: Year 10 Work Experience — Student Form 2026 — Fill in form

Once the employer has agreed to take a student on placement, the student needs to complete their Student
Form. Following this, parents and employers will be contacted to complete additional data requests.

Student forms must be completed by Thursday 2nd April 2026. Forms submitted after the deadline will not be
accepted. If you have any questions, please contact the Careers Team at: careers@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk.

If you have any further questions regarding work experience, please do not hesitate to contact me or the Careers
Team. A copy of the Work Experience Student Checklist is attached to this email.

Yours Sincerely

yﬁ%,

Mrs H. Vere
Careers and Work Experience Officer


https://forms.office.com/e/d42rvL3pnM

