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Guidance for Year 9 Students

• Which subjects do you enjoy studying? 

• Which subjects do you perform best in? 

• Choosing a range of different courses, so that you have a broad base to  
select your post-16 Options from. 

• Reading the subject information carefully. 

•Asking the advice of your Subject Teachers, Tutor and the Academy’s
Careers Team, and 

• Finally, discuss your thoughts with your parents/guardians.
If you need help selecting suitable courses for a particular career please
email: careers@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk Alternatively, further support and
further information can be found in the Careers Hub on the school’s website.
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This is an exciting and crucial time for you as you begin to tailor and steer
your education around what you enjoy and towards a particular career path.

This booklet will help you and your parents choose the best subjects for you to
study in Years 10 and 11. 

To help you to do this the Academy has a dedicated section on the
Academy website. 

When deciding on your option choices, think about the following:

mailto:careers@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk


Mr T Willcocks
Assistant Principal
Waterleat Road Centre
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Guidance for Parents

Waterleat Road Students: wrc-Progress@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk
Borough Road Students: brc-Progress@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk

When your child enters Year 10 they will begin a new phase in their education. The
next two years of their schooling is called Key Stage 4 (KS4). 

All students at the Academy follow a core curriculum which includes Mathematics,
English, Science, Physical Education and PSHE / Careers (Personal, Social and
Health Education). Students can also choose additional options. These options
ensure your child has the opportunity to choose subjects for deeper study during
the next two years.

As a parent or guardian, you are in a great position to support your young person
through this process and help them look ahead to consider the implications of
their choices. As someone who knows them well, you can discuss the importance
of KS4 and how their choices can give them access to the best pathways Post 16
and empower them to achieve the qualifications needed to access these first-rate
opportunities.

What are the choices to be made?

Details of Option choices are on page 5 and the largest part of this booklet is
devoted to describing what each of these choices involves. To offer additional
guidance, help and support this year we are offering a 1-1 guidance appointment
via the telephone with a member of the Senior Leadership Team, if you would like
to take up this opportunity please email:

mailto:wrc-Progress@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk
mailto:brc-Progress@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk


Paignton Academy Curriculum 2026-2028

Remainder of options from the following:

Two week timetable

English
Mathematics

Science

9 Hours
8 Hours
9 Hours
2 Hours
2 Hours

5 Hours Each

Physical Education 

PSHE and Careers
4 Option Choices

The Option choices below are taken from a wide range of additional 
subjects. All subjects are studied at GCSE level or equivalent. You can 
choose 4 Options in total.

At least one option from the following is mandatory:

GCSE Computer Science

GCSE Geography

GCSE Business Studies*

GCSE Computer Science

GSCE Design Technology*

GCSE French

GCSE Geography

GCSE History

GCSE Drama

GCSE Ethics

GCSE Music

GCSE French

GCSE History

BTEC Tech Award Art 

OCR Cambridge National Sport Studies

NCFE Health & Social Care*

NCFE Child Development*

NCFE Interactive Media (IT)*

WJEC Hospitality and Catering*

IMPORTANT EMAILS:
careers@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk 

Mrs Hay
brc-Progress@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk 

Miss Freeman
wrc-Progress@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk 

Mr Willcocks
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GCSE English Language and English Literature (Core)

Exam Board: AQA 
Assessment: 100% Examination

What will I learn? 

All exams are taken at the end of the two year course.

 English Language: 

Component 1: (Explorations in creative reading and writing) – 50% of the total
GCSE. 
Component 2: (Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives ) – 50% of the total GCSE. 

English Literature: 

Component 1: (Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel) 40% of the total GCSE.
Component 2: (Modern texts and poetry since 1789) 60% of the total GCSE

Who is the course for?

Whilst the course is compulsory for all students, it will equip students with essential
skills for the future. Students will explore and analyse a range of complex texts and
will improve their writing skills in order to create texts appropriate for different
purposes. 

What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway) 

English Language is a compulsory qualification that will enable students to enrol on
further education courses or to go into employment. GCSE English Literature
provides an excellent foundation for the further study of English at A Level and
degree level.

Jobs where strong communication and written English skills are top priorities attract
those with excellent English qualifications:

• Teacher 
• Lawyer 
•Journalist 

•Copywriter 
•Writer 
•Advertising

Ms  Reilly and Mr Gilchrist
Heads of English at BRC and WRC



GCSE Mathematics (Core)

Exam Board: EdExcel 
Assessment: 100% Examination

There are 3 papers each 1 hour 30 minutes. The first paper is non-
calculator and the remaining two papers are calculator.

What will I learn?

The Mathematics course will cover the following topics and the 
exams will be weighted by the percentage in brackets:
Foundation papers are weighted as following: Number (25%), Ratio, 
Proportion and Rates of Change (25%), Algebra (20%), Statistics and 
Probability (15%), Geometry and Measure (15%).
Higher papers are weighted as following: Number (15%), Ratio, 
Proportion and Rates of Change (20%), Algebra (30%), Statistics and 
Probability (15%), Geometry and Measure (20%).

Who is the course for?
This course is for everyone to access Mathematics as a reasoning and 
problem solving course. Students will gain a greater insight into Maths 
as a pure discipline whilst also learning the numeracy that is needed 
in everyday life. Our Mathematics course is developed alongside 
Science to help create the cross-curricular STEM links. This helps to 
develop a greater understanding of Mathematics in the wider 
curricular context. 

What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway)
Mathematics allows you to develop a wide range of skills that will be 
desirable and necessary in most careers. This qualification could lead 
to careers in the following areas. However, it is important to realise 
that many courses that are not obviously mathematical still value the 
problem-solving skills that maths entails.
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•Civil,Mechanical &
   Electrical Engineering
• Medical Sciences 
• Robotics Engineer 
• Game Designer 
• Commercial or Military Pilot
• Teacher 
• Nurse 

•Doctor 
•Forensic Scientist
•Car Designer
•Audio Engineer
•Geologist
•Meteorologist
•Aerospace Engineer
• Banking

Mr Humphrey
Director of Maths



Exam Board: OCR (Combined Science)
Assessment: 100% Terminal Assessment

Biology Paper x 1
Chemistry Paper x 1 
Physics Paper x 1 
Combined Science Paper x1

What will I learn? 
This qualification solidifies a foundation of knowledge to increase the number of
options students will have when making career decisions. It is particularly important if
they wish to pursue a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) career.
Students will develop an interest in science and use scientific knowledge and skills to
make informed decisions as they relate to their own lives, their future careers and to
the sustainability of the environment, which has become vital in the 21st Century

Who is the course for?
Science is compulsory for all students up to Year 11. It is also for students with a good
work ethic and an interest in pursuing a STEM career.

What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway)
Science is unique because it combines many of the skills that are vital in English and
Maths with the study of the world and the role we play in it. This creates opportunities
for students to be challenged and develop problem-solving skills. Many careers
involve a scientific element but it may depend on which subject students enjoy the
most.

If you like Biology, you could pursue a career as a:

Beauty Therapist
Veterinary Nurse
Paramedic
Physician etc.

If you like Chemistry, you could pursue a career as a:

Medical Lab Technician
Chemical Engineer
Dietitian

If you like Physics, you could pursue a career as a: 
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Lab Technician
Dental Hygienist
Veterinarian

Pharmacy Technician
Food Technologist
Chiropractor

Pharmacist
General Practioner, etc.

Biochemist
Anaesthetist

Mrs Hughes 
Director of Science

Aeroplane Pilot
Electician
Electrical Engineer

Science (Core) 

Aircraft Maintenance Engineer
Game Developer
Radiation Oncologist: etc.

Audiologist



Exam Board: OCR
Assessment: 100% Examination
Unit 1 – Computer Systems
Unit 2 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms, and Programming:
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What will I learn?
Students will learn about a range of Computing topics, including:
System Architecture
Memory and Storage
Computer networks, connections and protocols
Network security
Ethical, Legal and Environmental Issues
Algorithms
Programming Fundamentals
Producing Robust Programs
Boolean Logic
Programming languages and Integrated Development Environments.

The qualification will teach theoretical topics alongside practical programming
challenges to prepare students for a career in an ever expanding industry

Who is the course for? 
This course is designed for students who have enjoyed studying Computer
Science in Year 9 and for students with a keen interest in the theoretical
topics of computing and in creating programming solutions to solve
problems.

What happens when you finish?(Career Pathway)
This qualification prepares students for higher education and employment in
an area where there is a national skills shortage. Past students have gone on
to study A Level Computer Science and, beyond this, Cyber Security at
degree level.

Potential careers include:

 Software Development
 Cyber Security
 Network Management

 

Programmer
Games Developer
Web Developer
App Designer

Mr  Lewis
Head of IT & Computer Science

Computer Science



Exam Board: AQA 
Assessment: 100% Examination
25% LISTENING (EXAM)
25% READING (EXAM)
25% SPEAKING (INTERNAL EXAM) 
25% WRITING (EXAM) 

• Teaching
• Interpreting
• Business

• Translation
• Hospitality Industry

• Journalism
• Travel & Tourism

Mr Hart 
Head of MFL
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French

What will I learn?

The principle aims: 

Learn and understand the French language in both verbal and written context.
Develop students’ communication and presentation skills.
Learn and develop problem-solving skills.
Develop students’ organisational skills and independence. 

Topics studied are: 

Who is the course for?

If you have enjoyed elements of French so far in KS3. 
 If you wish to pursue a career that requires knowledge of foreign languages.  
If you enjoy communicating with people from other cultures. 
If you enjoy an intellectual challenge.

What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway)

There are over 1700 French companies in the UK and 75% of UK companies want
people with another language. On average, employees who have a foreign
language can earn 8% more in the workplace. Gary Lineker, who ended up
playing for Barcelona in Spain and Nogoya in Japan, said: “My wife and I spent
hours in tuition yet we could have learned either language at school. Modern
languages prepare you for modern life.”

Languages are useful if you are interested in: 

Theme 1 – People and Lifestyle 
Topic 1: Identity and relationships with others 
Topic 2: Healthy living and lifestyle 
Topic 3: Education and work 

Theme 2 – Popular Culture 
Topic 1: Free-time activities 
Topic 2: Customs, festivals and celebrations 
Topic 3: Celebrity culture 

Theme 3 – Communication and the world around us 
Topic 1: Travel and tourism, including places of interest 
Topic 2: Media and technology 
Topic 3: The environment and where people live 



Geography
Exam Board: AQA Assessment:
100% Examination

 

What will I learn? 
Geography is both up-to-date and relevant. It is a subject that helps to make
sense of the world around us. The world needs the geographers of the future to
help understand and deal with the many issues that face our planet today.

Who is the course for?
Have you enjoyed elements of Geography so far in KS3? Do you 
enjoy learning about both local and global issues? Do you wish to 
develop the following skills:

Mrs Pugh
Head of Geography
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The course is split as follows:
Unit 1: Living with the Physical Environment

The Challenge of Natural Hazards (e.g. earthquakes and volcanoes)  The Living
World (e.g. ecosystems)
Physical Landscapes in the UK (e.g. rivers and coasts) 

Unit 2: Challenges with the Human Environment
Urban Issues and Challenges (e.g. changing populations)
The Changing Economic World (e.g. development of industry) 
The Challenge of Resource Management (e.g. unequal use of energy) 

Unit 3: Geographical and Fieldwork Skills 
Data interpretation and skills (e.g. maps, GIS and photograph analysis)

Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment (35% of GCSE)
Paper 2: Challenges with the Human Environment (35% of GCSE)
 Paper 3: Geographical and Fieldwork Skills (30% of GCSE)

 Communication 
 Leadership and management 

 Team-working and decision-making
Research and time management

What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway) 
Geography allows you to develop a wide range of skills and knowledge and is
highly regarded by employers and educational establishments. Some of the
careers that see a geography qualification as being an advantage are: 

Sustainability  
Energy development  
Travel and tourism  

Management 
Education  
Urban planning  
Emergency and
disaster planning and
response

Global charities   
Construction and
engineering
Politics and global
affairs  



Mr Avery 
Head of History
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History 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Assessment: 100% Examination 
Paper 1: Thematic Study and History Environment (30%) 
Paper 2: Period Study and British Depth Study (40%) 
Paper 3: Modern Depth Study (30%)

What will I learn? 
Thematic Study and History Environment (Exam 1 hour 15 minutes) 
In this module we will investigate the history of medicine and how it developed
from c1250 to the present day. This also includes a specific focus on the British
sector of the Western Front during WW1 and how the injuries and illnesses were
dealt with in this time. In this exam students can be expected to use historical
sources to make conclusions and show their knowledge.
Period Study and British Depth Study (Exam 1 hour 45 minutes) 
The section on British History is covered by Anglo Saxon and Norman England,
c1060-1088.
In this module, the society of Anglo Saxon times is covered with a particular look at
people’s roles and how they contribute. The years move through the succession
crisis, the Battle of Hastings and the fight for the throne and the subsequent
Norman settlement.
The American West, c1835-1895, also makes up a part of this exam. Under the
‘Making of America’ module it will be seen how the lives of the Plains Indians,
African slaves and European settlers came to shape the USA. 
Modern Depth Study (Exam 1 hour 20 minutes) 
This aspect of the course is the study of ‘Weimar & Nazi Germany: 1918- 1939’
focuses on Germany’s struggles after World War One, Hitler’s rise to power and
aspects of living under Nazi rule. Students can be expected to use historical
sources and interpretations to show their understanding of the time period. 

Who is the course for:
This course is appropriate for students who: 

Are enthusiastic about history 
Wish to deepen their knowledge further  
Enjoy investigating and deliberating 
Wish to develop their essay writing skills

What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway)

The studying of history is regarded as a highly academic course as it helps you to
solve problems. History gives you the skills to consider the world around you and
how it came to be. Historians know how to question what is presented to them and
argue their point of view using evidence. 
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Art & Design

Exam Board: Edexcel Pearson
Assessment: BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Art & Design Practice 
Component 1: Creative Practice in Art & Design
Component 2: Responding to a Brief

What will I learn? 
Art & Design plays an important role in supporting the UK’s wider commercial
creative industries. Everything has been designed by an Art & Design
Specialist, from magazines to websites, architecture to computer games,
clothes to jewellery and ceramics to photography. The qualification enables
you to develop skills across a range of Art & Design practices using a
combination of practical exploration, experimentation and realistic
vocational contexts. You will develop personal skills, such as managing
creative projects, documenting progress of skills and work, responding to briefs
and presenting work through a practical and skills-based approach to
learning and assessment.

Who is the course for? 
The Tech Award is a fun course with a broad and varied approach to the
subject. If you have enjoyed Art & Design at KS3 and you wish to develop the
following:

 Gain knowledge and effective use of skills, process and attitudes within the
sector such as roles, responsibilities, creativity, Art & Design disciplines and
approaches as well as exploring varied materials, techniques and processes. 
Develop key skills that prove aptitude in Art & Design practice, for example,
generating and visually communicating creative responses to briefs. 
Explore processes and effective ways of working in the creative industries like
generating ideas, prototyping, development, review and refinement. 
Establish attitudes that are considered important in Art & Design practice,
including planning, organisation and verbal, written and visual
communication. 

If you love any aspect of Art & Design, then this is the course for you!

What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway) 
The Pearson BTEC qualification is a highly recognised and established course
which will enable you to carry on your Art & Design pathway onto College,
University and eventually your chosen career. Creative Careers include:

Animator
Architect
Ceramicist 
Web Designer 
Interior Designerr

Graphic Designer 
Digital Artist 
Art Director 
Photographer
3D Modeller
Video Editor 

Fashion Designer 
Furniture Designer 
Computer Game Design
Teacher 
Costume Designer

Miss Julian 
Head of Art & Design
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Business and Enterprise (Business Studies)

Exam Board: Edexcel (Pearson)
Assessment: GCSE Business 100% Examination

 Paper 1 Investigating a small business (50%) 
 Paper 2 Building a Business (50%)

What will I learn? 
Theme 1 comprises five topic areas. 

 Topic 1.1: Enterprise and entrepreneurship – Includes the impact of risk and
reward on business activity and the role of entrepreneurship. 
Topic 1.2: Spotting a business opportunity – explore how new and small
businesses identify opportunities through understanding their competition and
customer needs and conducting market research. 
Topic 1.3: Putting a business idea into practice – identifying aims and objectives
and concentrating on the financial aspects of a business.
Topic 1.4: Making the business effective – explores a range of factors that impact
on the success of the business, including the business plan.
Topic 1.5: Understanding external influences on business – explores how
businesses respond to influences outwith their control like technology
development, legislation and the economy. 

Theme 2 comprises five topic areas. 
Topic 2.1: Growing the business – introduced to methods of growth and how and
why business aims and objectives change as businesses evolve. 
Topic 2.2: Making marketing decisions – explore the 4Ps (Price, Place, Product
and Promotion) and how they are used to inform and make business decisions in
a competitive marketplace. 
Topic 2.3: Making operational decisions – focus on meeting customer needs
through the design, supply, quality and sales decisions a business makes. 
Topic 2.4: Making financial decisions – explore the tools a business has to support
financial decision making, including ratio analysis and the use and limitation of a
range of financial information. 
Topic 2.5: Making human resource decisions – growing a business means that
decisions relating to organisational structure, recruitment, training and
motivation need to be made to influence business activity.

Who is the course for?
 The course is for anyone who has a curiosity about the world of work and wants to
have a better understanding of how/why businesses work before they themselves
gain employment.
 What happens when you finish?(Career Pathway)
Business offers a great foundation for all careers; all careers involve working in an
organisation or business. As well as giving an insight into some factors you need to
think about when starting your own business, Business can be especially useful if you
would like a future career in management. There are a wide range of business roles
in organisations as Level 2/3 Apprenticeships. Business is the most common degree
course studied at UK universities. 

Mr  Rodgers
Head of Business Studies
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Child Development

NCFE CACHE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Child Development and Care in the Early
Years
Assessment:
(NEA) Externally-set, internally marked and externally moderated project: 50%
Externally set and externally marked written 1hr 30mins exam worth 50%

What will I learn? 
This qualification will promote the learner’s understanding of children (birth to 5
years) and will focus on: 

Holistic child development 
Factors that influence a child’s development
Care routines and activities to support a child 
Regulation, policies and procedures in the early years
Expectations of an early years practitioner 
Roles and responsibilities within early years settings 
The importance of observations in early years childcare 
The purpose of planning in early years childcare 

Who is the course for? 
This qualification is for anyone interested in working with children aged 0-5 and
beyond and for those who seek careers where knowledge of child development
would be beneficial. 

What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway) 
Child Development allows you to develop a wide range of skills that are transferable
to a number of next level courses or into employment. 

Many students can go on to study Level 3 Childcare or Level 3 Health and Social
Care courses at college.

This qualification could be useful to progress onto an apprenticeship in the early
years sector. 

This qualification is ideal for anyone interested in the following careers:

Nanny 
Early Years Practitioner
Nursery Worker 
Play Worker 
Early Years Teacher 

Family Support Worker 
Social Worker 
Children’s Nurse 
Educational Psychologist 
Child Psychologist

Mrs Craw 
Head of Social Sciences



Architecture
Carpenter 
Furniture maker

Interior design

Illustrator

Branding development
Engineering
Games development

Marketing

Product design

CAD technician 
Fashion design
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Design & Technology

AQA GCSE Design and Technology

Assessment: 
(NEA) Externally-set, internally marked and externally moderated project: 50%
Externally set and externally marked written 2hr exam worth 50% 

What will I learn? 
On this course you will learn how to research, design and make your own products
for a variety of different contexts. You will be taught about a wide range materials,
manufacturing processes and design principles which will help you be successful in
your NEA coursework portfolio.
 You will be introduced to new technology including CAD software and new CAM
laser cutter and 3D printers, used in the design industry. To support the presentation
of designs, you will also be taught sketching skills and how to model prototypes.
Who is the course for? 
This qualification is for anyone interested in developing their creativity and problem
solving skills, which are essential for a future career in architecture, design or
engineering.
What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway)
GCSE Design and Technology allows you to develop a wide range of skills that are
transferable to a number of next level courses or into employment. Many students
can go on to study Level 3 Design or Engineering based courses at college. The
portfolio created in the NEA coursework has proven highly valuable for past students
in the successful application of apprenticeships in many practical vocations as well
as the creative sector. This qualification is ideal for anyone interested in the following
careers:

Mrs Cooper
Head of Design and Technology



 

• Journalism
• Nursing
• Hospitality
• Stage Management

• Teaching
• Childcare
• Management

• Medicine
• Retail
• Acting
• Business and Public Relations

• Law
• Media

 
Mrs Dale 
Academy Director Quality of Education

D
RA
M
A

17

What will I learn? 
GCSE Drama will help you to develop practical and evaluative skills, whilst gaining
an appreciation of drama through performance, devising and live theatre. You will
demonstrate your own abilities through practical elements of the course as well as
your theory and understanding in the written paper. You will create devised drama
from a range of stimulus material and develop performance skills, working across a
broad range of theatre styles and genres. You will perform professional published
plays and will develop your knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre.
Students will have the opportunity to take part in theatre trips, perform in the
Academy’s annual show and participate in professional workshops.

Who is the course for? 
Why choose GCSE Drama? The content of the course is designed to allow students
to develop their practical, theoretical and analytical skills. The focus of creativity,
communication and culture runs through student work at KS3/KS4 and evaluating
live theatre, devising their own plays and performing published texts strengthens
their deeper understanding of the performing arts. GCSE Drama is not simply about
‘becoming an actor’. The course has many transferable skills which can be applied
to other areas of study and future careers.

What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway) 
Many students go on to study a range of A levels at post-16 with Drama alongside
other subjects or BTEC Performing Arts. The skills developed in GCSE Drama enable
students to go on to study a wide range of subjects including: 

Component 1: Understanding Drama (40% of GCSE) 
Component 2: Devising Drama (40% of GCSE)
Component 3: Texts in Practice (practical) (20% of GCSE)

Drama
Exam Board: AQA 
Assessment: 60% coursework 40% written exam



Mr Craw 
Head of Ethics
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Ethics
Exam Board: AQA 
Assessment: 100% Examination
Two exams of one hour and forty-five minutes each.

What will I learn? 
The course covers topics such as: 

Peace and Conflict 
 Medical Ethics
 Life and Death
 Crime and Punishment 
 Environmental Ethics 
Animal Rights

Students will learn how to construct academic arguments to support their own
and others points of view. There are two exams at the end of the course leading
to a full GCSE in the subject. Each exam is one hour and forty-five minutes long.
There is no coursework element. Many students have good expertise in this exam
technique as they will have been practicing exam style answers in ethics over
the course.

Who is the course for?
 This course ideally suits people who have a keen interest in finding out about big
world issues and how people deal with them. It appeals to people who like to
explain and argue their point of view and are keen to understand the opinions
and psychology of others. It is a course for those who want to explore lots of
aspects and practices concerning human existence.

What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway)
Ethics is a great choice for people entering many occupations and degree
routes of study. Employers and course leaders like Ethics as it shows students can
understand, relate and explain opinions on complex matters. Ethics also
develops excellent critical thinking skills, which are a requirement at the heart of
many occupational and academic routes. An example of occupations which
value students with an Ethics background include: 

Lawyer
Social Work 
Psychologist 
Nursing 
The Armed Forces 

 Teaching 
 Nursery workers 
 Child and Youth Services 
 The Police Force 
 Retail Management 
 Overseas job opportunities
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Health & Social Care
NCFE CACHE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Health and Social Care Assessment:

(NEA) Externally-set, internally marked and externally moderated project: 50% 
 Externally set and externally marked written exam of 1hr 30 mins worth 50%

What will I learn? 

The qualification focuses on an applied study of health and social care, and
learners will gain a broad knowledge and understanding of working in the sector.
The study of health and social care involves gaining an understanding of provision
in the UK, the role of the health and social care practitioner, the importance of
legislation in the sector, human development across the life span, the individual’s
care needs and how the individual may access health and social care provision,
partnership working, and how to create a care plan for the individual. 

Who is the course for?
This qualification introduces students to the biggest employment sector in the UK,
which includes elements of the NHS, local authority adult and child care services,
as well as a range of independent providers which provide care in a variety of
settings. It introduces students to this vocational sector and the role it plays in the
health, well-being and care of individuals across all age ranges. 

What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway) 
Health and Social Care allows you to develop a wide range of skills that are
transferable to a number of next level courses or employment. Many students can
go on to study Level 3 Health and Social Care courses or Level 3 Childcare courses
at college. This qualification is ideal for anyone interested in the following careers:

 Care Worker 
Social Worker 
Working with Children and Adults with
Special Needs 
Early Years Worker (Nursery Worker,
Child-minder, Play Worker) 

Counselling and Support Work 
Health Careers (GP, Hospital Staff,
Dentist, Pharmacist, Optician) 
Primary School Teacher 
Youth Work 
Doctor 
Nurse 
Paediatrician

Mrs Craw 
Head of Social Sciences



Mr Drew
Head of Food

• Commis Chef

• Front of House Manager

• Maître d’hôte

• Concierge

• Head Waiter

• Pastry Chef

• Executive Chef

• Housekeeper

• Receptionist
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Hospitality and Catering
Exam Board: WJEC L1/2 Award in Hospitality and Catering Assessment:

Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry. One externally assessed exam
worth 40% of the qualification.
Unit 2: In Unit 2 you will complete an assignment where you will plan
and prepare a menu in response to a brief. This will be worth 60% of your
qualification.

What will I learn?
Unit 1: You will learn about the hospitality and catering industry, the types
of hospitality and catering providers and about working in the industry. You
will learn about health and safety, as well as food safety in hospitality and
catering and food related causes of ill health.
Unit 2: You will learn about the importance of nutrition and how cooking
methods can impact nutritional value. You will learn how to plan nutritious
menus and the factors which affect menu planning. You will learn the skills
and techniques needed to prepare, cook and present dishes as well as
learning how to review your work effectively.
Who is the course for?
Ever wondered what it takes to work in a top hotel or restaurant? Does
food and discovering new flavours in the kitchen inspire you? Maybe you’re
interested in developing the skills you need to work in front of house? If so, it’s
time to uncover your potential on this exciting qualification!
What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway)
The hospitality and catering industry accounts for a large portion of
employment in Torbay. We are privileged to live in a beautiful part of the
country and welcome many visitors each year. There is a constant demand
for skilled, knowledgeable and trained professionals in this exciting and
varied area of industry.

Future career opportunities:

Maybe you want to own your restaurant, coffee shop or bespoke food
outlet? This course will provide the foundations towards achieving your
dream.

Post 16 options include continuing your studies in further education,
apprenticeships, traineeships and T-Levels. Please speak to your food
teachers or Mrs Hay, our Careers Lead, for further information and career
advice.



Mr Lewis - Head of IT
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IT - NCFE Interactive Media
Exam Board: NCFE Interactive Media Assessment:
Non-exam assessment - 60% of assessment. Externally set, internally marked
and externally moderated. Students will draw on the ability to effectively pull
together their knowledge, understanding and skills from across the whole
vocational area.
Exam assessment - 40% of assessment. Written examination:
• 80 marks
• 1 hour 30 minutes
• A mixture of multiple choice, short answer, and extended response
questions.

What will I learn?
Interactive media is the integration of digital media, including combinations of
electronic text, graphics, moving images and sound, into a structured digital
computerised environment. The course is now both project and exam based.
With the non-examination assessment, students will be responding to a client
brief using the project cycle of plan, design and review to meet client needs.
Students will gain practical skills in the development of different products
using a variety of high-tech software, including Photoshop and Audition. The
Academy has new Adobe software with a new computer suite and students
will research, plan and create different interactive products using a range of
software solutions, including graphic design, audio design, video design and
website development.
• the different types of interactive media products and their features
• the audiences of interactive media products
• the software and hardware options for interactive media products
• interactive media product planning and proposals
• the development processes of an interactive media product
• promoting and presenting interactive media products
• reviewing the production processes and final product

Who is the course for?
It is aimed at students who are interested in any aspect of interactive media,
including Photoshop image editing, audio and video creation and animation.
It is equivalent to GCSE grades 8.5-1. This course is for creative students who
are looking to gain practical skills which could lead to a job involving diverse
IT skills. The course will allow students to experiment with a variety of software –
opening them up to a wide range of skills and potential career opportunities.
What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway)
This qualification supports many career pathways due to the ever-increasing
reliance on digital technology in the world. Students can progress to A levels
and further education, as well as into employment through apprenticeships.
Potential careers include:

Website Development 
Audio Technician

IT Consultant 
Digital Marketing 

App Designer
IT Technical Support
Network Manager



Music

 • Performer 

• Music Producer

• Composer

• Live Sound Technician

• Music PR

• A&RManager

• Backing Singer

• DJ

• Singer/Songwriter
• Tour Manager

• ConcertPromoter

• Blogger

• Event Manager

• Peripatetic Teacher

• Music Journalist

• Booking Agent 

• Instrument Technician

• Music Therapist
• Lecturer, Lawyer and many, many more

Miss Kerék - Head of Music
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Exam Board: GCSE OCR - 2 Years
Assessment:
Component 1: Performance on the learner’s chosen instrument. Composition
to a brief set by the learner. (Integrated portfolio {01 or 01}, 60 marks, non-exam
assessment - 30% of total GCSE)
Component 2: Ensemble performance. Composition to an OCR set brief. (Practical
component {03 or 04}, 60 marks, non-exam assessment - 30% of total GCSE).
Component 3: Listening and appraising. A written paper, with CD, aural recognition
and context unheard/unfamiliar music from within Areas of Study 2, 3, 4 & 5. (Listening
and appraising {05} - 80 marks, 1 hour and 30 minutes written paper - 40% of total
GCSE).
What will I learn?
You will learn how to practically apply knowledge and understanding in the areas
of performing, composing and appraising. You will study five Areas of Study; 1:
My Music, 2: The Concerto Through Time, 3: Rhythms of the World, 4: Film Music
and 5: Conventions of Pop. Through this, you will develop your knowledge and
understanding of the use of musical elements, devices, tonalities and structures, the
use of resources, conventions, processes, music technology and relevant notations,
including staff notation, the contextual influences that affect the way music is
created, performed, and heard including the effect of different intentions, uses,
venues, occasions, available resources and the cultural environment.
In performance and composition students will explore their own instrument, styles,
and genres of their own choosing. Within a composing context, students learn to
demonstrate knowledge of composition techniques, use of musical elements and
resources, including specific instrumental and technology techniques.
How will I learn?
You will learn through performing, composing and listening to music. You will
experience the various styles and genres of music where possible, first by playing
arrangements, composing in the various styles and then applying newly gained
knowledge in exam practice questions. There will be knowledge recall at the start
of every lesson and revision resources to guide you through the two-year course.
Departmental Expectations:
You will rehearse and perform with one of the Music department’s enrichment clubs,
such as musical theatre club, school bands, singing club or tech club, as well as
perform/support in at least one during your time on the course. You will undertake
private practice on your instrument and be prepared to perform regularly on your
chosen instrument, (this can be for the teacher).
Future Progression Routes (Career Pathway):
A Level / L3 qualification in Music or Music Technology - BTEC Performing Arts
qualification - University to study a Music or Music Technology degree - Music
Conservatoire - Apprenticeship within the Music Industry.
Studying music could lead onto a variety of career pathways including:



Mr  Smith
Head of PE
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Sport
Exam Board: OCR Cambridge National
Assessment:
Component 1 – R184 - Contemporary issues in sport – 48 GLH – Externally
Assessed
Component 2 – R185 - Performance and leadership in sports activities – 48 –
GLH – Internally Assessed
Component 3 – R186 - Sport and the media – 24 GLH – Internally Assessed

What will I learn?
The Cambridge National in Sports Studies is a vocationally related qualification
where students develop knowledge and understanding by applying their
learning and skills in a work-related context. The course is designed to engage
students who want to progress to other related study, such as qualifications
in Sports, Physical Education, Social Science or Media areas and those who
have a genuine interest in sport and the fitness industry.

Who is the course for?
You may be interested in this if you want an engaging qualification where
you will use your learning in practical, real-life situations, such as:

 Understanding contemporary issues in sport and how they impact on
different sporting activities.

Applying your skills as both a performer in two different sporting activities
and as a leader in one sporting activity.

 How to be a sports leader, through using your initiative to solve problems
and making decisions when dealing with rapidly changing conditions and situations.

Understanding the relationship between sport and the media and applying this to
real life examples.
 How to evaluate and interpret the different ways in which sport isrepresented by
the media.

You will work on developing the following skills:
Leadership planning and delivery.
Subject knowledge and confidence.
Skill and Technique Development

What happens when you finish? (Career Pathway)
The Cambridge National in Sports Studies allows you to develop a wide range
of skills and knowledge and is highly regarded by employers and educational
establishments. Studying this course could open up potential doors to KS5
study in Sport including A-Level PE or a Level 3 BTEC in Sport.

Sports Coach
PE Teacher 

 Fitness Coach
Personal Trainer

Sports Analyst 
Sports Journalism



Support 

Helping support students with their Careers and future plans is a high priority for
the Academy. The Careers Education and Guidance Programme is enriched by a
wide range of visiting speakers, PSHE lessons, work experience, subject activities
and trips. There is a dedicated Careers area on both sites; in the libraries. Both
areas have plenty of books and materials to help with your choices and staff on
hand to answer any questions you may have. 

Guidance Appointments

Students can request a 1-1 specialist careers guidance interview which will help
them to ensure they access the appropriate level and type of course for their
educational ability and future career aspirations. If you need help selecting
suitable courses for a particular career please email:
careers@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk 

Useful Resources 

TheCareers Hub is an engaging resource which will help parents and students to
explore careers and work-related opportunities. It can be found on the Academy’s
main website. 

Useful websites

www.ucascom -Higher Education

www.careerpilot.org.uk - Your 
choices at 14, 16 & 18 

https://www.gov.uk/
apply-apprenticeship - 
Apprenticeships 

https://nationalcareers.
service.gov.uk/explore-
careers - Job Profiles 

Mrs Hay 
Careers Education Lead 

https://careers.paigntonacademy.org/ 
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Careers
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Paignton Academy

wrc-Progress@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk

brc-Progress@paigntonacademy.tsat.uk

Important information:

This book was correct at the time of print. On occasion subjects/courses may change 
as we are continuing to improve in line with the qualification units and specification.

“When you make your choice,
you change your future.”
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