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7% InCREaSE In GCSE GRadES
Year 11 students were celebrating superb GCSE results this summer 

as there was a 7% increase in the number of students gaining 5 or more 
A* - C grades including English and Maths on the previous year.

In English 74% of students achieved an A*- C grade which is the best ever 
result at the Academy, 9% above the national average. Both English and Maths 

saw an increase of 5% in the number of A*- C grades achieved compared to last 
year, and an increase of 5% in the number of students achieving the expected levels of 

progress in both of these important subjects.
Both History and Geography recorded huge improvements in the number of pupils gaining an 
A*-C grade, by 18% and 22% respectively. Top performing GCSE subjects were English, Media 
Studies, Art, Drama, Modern Foreign Languages and PE.  It must also be noted that many 
BTEC subjects also had some very pleasing results, notably ICT, Construction, Sport and Public 
Services.
As well as high levels of progress many students achieved the highest grades possible with A* 
grades in a wide range of subjects.
Principal, Jane English said: “I am thrilled for the students and very proud of their achievements. 
They thoroughly deserve this success which is the culmination of both their hard work and that 
of their teachers.”

aCadEmy wElComES nEw yEaR 7 StudEntS

We are delighted to welcome our new Year 7 students and parents into the Academy.  We have 
had an excellent cohort of students join us from 22 primary schools.  Over the last four years the 
number of applications for entry into Year 7 has been rapidly increasing and this year we have 
welcomed our largest entry into Year 7 since 2009.
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aChIEvEmEntS

EllIE tInklER

We are pleased to announce our May and June 
winners.

may
Year 7 - Tamzin Rowe     
Year 8 - Greg Burman         
Year 9 - Ellie Tinkler 

Year 10 - Clareece Whaley       
Year 11 - Michaela Smith 

Aspire - Kira Tapp 

June
Year 7 - Gracie Pearce 

Year 8 - Harry Thompson 
Year 9 - Sakhile Dludlu   
Year 10 - Jamie Isted 

Aspire - Shaun Easterbrook

Well done to all who were nominated.
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StudEnt of thE month - wInnERS

GREG buRman

GRaCIE pEaRCE

SakhIlE dludluhaRRy 
thompSon

aCadEmy law StudEnt CallEd to thE 
baR

We were delighted to hear that former student Victoria 
Cooper Lees, who studied with the Academy through 
secondary and sixth form, has successfully qualified as a 
barrister and has been called to the Bar at Middle Temple 
in London. Currently Victoria is an in-house advocate for 
South West Water and has gained significant experience by 
regularly representing them in court. Victoria also teaches 
CILEX, a legal executive training course, for Wessex Law 
Academy during the evenings.

vICtoRIa CoopER lEES

Cavanna pRopERty 
ChallEnGE fInalIStS

aCadEmy StudEntS aRE fInalIStS at 
Cavanna homES’ pRopERty ChallEnGE

Our enterprising students Katie Gower, Abby Shepherd, Archie 
Cole, Jake Brown and Mia Evans were just pipped at the post in 
a competition to come up with the best plans for a development of 
sustainable and affordable homes.

They were among students from across the county taking part in the 
finals of the Cavanna Property Challenge held at Ashfords’ head-
quarters in Exeter.

flamInGo houSE 
CRownEd  

SpoRtS day ChampIonS

Flamingo House captains Hannah 
Brown and Vaughn Lear collected 
the annual sports day trophy after 
a sterling display by hundreds of 
athletes.  In second place were the 
Cheetahs with Meerkat in third and 
Kangaroo fourth.

flamInGo houSE CRownEd  
SpoRtS day ChampIonS



EvEntS

yEaR 11 lEavERS’ pRom
The Livermead Cliff Hotel in Torquay was the venue for the Year 11 Leavers Prom 
on 10th July. One hundred and seventy elegantly dressed students attended the 
celebration. There were the traditional stylish arrivals with two notable modes of 
transport; Sam Alfieri arrived on the back of his grandfather’s trike and Anna Dumas-
Florence opted for a speedboat trip around the marina with a group of friends before 
heading off to the prom.
This year we saw the added novelty of a photo booth, which was enjoyed by the 
students and staff who had fun and created some memorable photos using the fancy 
dress prop box!
The Prom was a huge success thanks to the organisers, Miss Brown and Mr Stacey, 
as well as other members of staff who lent their support to ensure the students would 
have an amazing time celebrating with their friends. 
Prom King: Jordan Cudlipp    Prom Queen: Emily Norrish
Prom Joker: Nico Treavartha  Best Transport: Sam Alfieri (trike)
Best Dressed Male: Macauley Perrin Best Dressed Female: Alice Bryant
Best Dressed Couple: Kingsley Burrows & Chloe Drake

yEaR 11 lEavERS’ pRom

SpoRtS day

SpoRtS day

dEvon youth 
GamES

10 SpoRtS day RECoRdS bRokEn 
Ten students at have entered the record books after impressive performances 
at our annual sports day. Mr Godfree, Director of Physical Education, 
commented, “Usually we see one or two all-time records broken each year 
but to see ten all-time records broken in the same year, some of which have 
been standing for thirty seven years, is phenomenal. This is a testament to 
the immense talent of our current crop of students and the impact our gifted 
and talented programme is having”.
The record breakers were Hugo Griffiths - 200m, Elijah Noel - 200m, Charlie 
Ward - 800m, Brooke Coldwell - 800m, Imogen Plumridge - Long Jump, 
Taiga McFarlane - Shot putt, Hannah Brown – Vortex, Thalia Kneil – Vortex, 
James Burton – Vortex and Jake Allen –Vortex. Well done to all students 
who took part and a massive thank you to the house mascots.

aCadEmy hoStS dEvon GamES
The Devon Games saw over 1200 competitors from all over 
the county compete for the overall title. Many of our students 
were part of the Torbay teams with a strong showing in tag 
rugby, badminton and netball. Torbay as a team finished 
second overall. 



nEwS

hEad boy and GIRl appoIntEd
The Academy is pleased to announce the appointment of four Year 11 senior students to take 
on the most respected and coveted positions in the Academy. In line with Academy tradition 
the candidates underwent a rigorous interview process with Miss English, our Principal and the 
year team. The posts of Head Boy and Girl along with their Deputies required a high quality 
letter of application as well as the formal interview. All students showed maturity beyond their 
years throughout the process. The Academy is proud and delighted to have appointed:
Head Girl - Cara Blackmore   Head Boy – Will Shepherd
Deputy Head Girl – Holly Fitzpatrick Deputy Head Boy – Will Moore

hEad boy and GIRl appoIntEd

wElComE to aSpIRE SIxth foRm
On 2nd September the Academy were delighted to welcome new Year 12 students. It was 
an exciting and instructive day filled with advice and guidance. Students fully utilised the 
study skills and time management sessions, which were hosted by The University of St 
Mark and St John. There followed an informative talk from Plymouth University on the 
benefits of further education. We are very much looking forward to working with all our new 
students during the year ahead. For further information about post 16 studies at Paignton 
Academy please click on the 6th Form tab on the main website. 

ExtRa-CuRRICulaR ClubS launChEd

Once again we are delighted to be able to offer a wide 
range of extra-curricular clubs throughout the autumn 
term.  The clubs are open to all students in the relevant 
year groups and will be running every week.  For further 
details please see our noticeboards, tutor rooms or the 
website.  We are looking forward to providing all students 
with these additional opportunities. 

anothER ExCEllEnt SEt of poSt 16 RESultS
This academic year saw a significant increase in the number of students electing to study a 
mixture of academic and vocational qualifications. The Academy has had an incredibly 
successful year and the students and staff have worked extremely hard to achieve an 
average grade of distinction, the highest available. Jane English said, “ Staff and students 
are to be congratulated on all the hard work they have put in to achieve these results”
Many students have successfully secured university places, choosing a range of subjects 
that included Business and Finance at Cardiff University and Primary Education with QTS at 
Manchester University.

SummER SChool

SummER SChool
Each year the Academy provides a summer school for the 
eligible new intake of Year 7 students. This is government 
funded using the Pupil Premium Allocation. This year we 
had eighty seven students attend. There was an amazing 
range of activities such as bushcraft, Battlefield Live, 
cooking and sports. It is called Summer School for a 
reason, however; so every day the students also had a 
lesson in numeracy or literacy linked to the fun activities 
from the day before. The Summer School is designed 
to help bridge the gap between primary and secondary 
school. We saw an 88% improvement in numeracy and 
81% in literacy from the students. Summer school was an 
enjoyable learning experience for all who attended.

aSpIRE StudEntS

yEaR 7/8 GIRlS’ nEtball - 
wEdnESday nIGht

yEaR 7 boyS’ RuGby - 
wEdnESday nIGht

poSt 16 RESultS


